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Clifford Law Offices Obtains Record $22.7 Million Verdict  
for Widow of 31-Year-old Husband Killed 

Kevin P. Durkin and Colin H. Dunn, partners at Clifford Law Offices, obtained a $22.7 million verdict on 
behalf of widow and son whose young husband was killed in a trucking accident four years ago. 

A jury in Cook County Circuit Court reached the record result in favor of Theresa Swenson, now 31, of 
Chicago following a two-week trial in the Daley Center before Judge Thomas Lipscomb. The verdict of 
$10 million for grief and sorrow ties a previous record in Cook County set for that category, according to 
John Kirkton of the Jury Verdict Reporter. The jury also awarded $10 million for loss of society.  It is the 
largest wrongful death verdict in the county in more than a decade. 

The case involved a speeding truck driver who had drugs in his system and slammed into the back of 
Aaron Swenson’s car stopped in a construction zone on Interstate 294 on May 22, 2012, crashing him 
into the truck in front of him. The speeding truck driver, Adam Troy, who worked for Hussmann 
Corporation of Missouri, had a history of speeding tickets.  

“The case is a very sad one. The loss of this young husband and father was senseless,” Durkin said 
following the verdict. 

The five-man-seven-woman jury deliberated just three hours before reaching the verdict.  

“This incident occurred just before 8 o’clock in the morning,” said Dunn. “That means this driver most 
likely started out his day in an impaired condition and ended the life of an innocent man. It's a 
devastating loss for his family.” 

A press conference with Theresa Swenson, the plaintiff, and her attorneys will be held noon on Tuesday, 
April 26, 2016, at Clifford Law Offices, 120 N. LaSalle St., 31st Floor, Chicago, IL. 
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About Clifford Law Offices  

Clifford Law Offices is ranked one of the top law firms in Illinois as well as in the country in the area of 
complex personal injury and wrongful death cases such as medical malpractice, aviation litigation, 
products liability, premises liability and transportation litigation. It also has developed a reputation in 
qui tam litigation or whistleblower cases and handles class action matters as well as commercial 
litigation cases. 


