A Message From Bob Clifford

The American Bar Association's 129th Annual Meeting was held in San Francisco,
California, in August. It was a very busy week with delightful, though somewhat
chilly, weather. This newsletter is intended to keep Illinois members of the ABA
informed with what is happening in the organization.

ABA Annual Meeting, August, 2007

Illinois Delegation

Prior to the Annual Meeting, the Illinois Delegation met in Chicago at the end of
July to discuss issues expected to be presented in San Francisco as well as the
upcoming 200th birthday celebration of Abraham Lincoln in 2009 (see discussion
below). It also welcomed new members, Thomas Else, President-Elect of the
DuPage County Bar Association, and Richard B. Thies of the Senior Lawyers Division.

The Illinois delegation also met over breakfast Monday, Aug. 13, in San Francisco to
discuss many of the issues that were expected to be voted upon at the House of
Delegates that day. Carolyn Lamm, candidate for President-Elect of the ABA,
stopped by to speak briefly to the group about her platform on diversity and
membership issues.

William Hubbard, unopposed candidate for Chair of the House of Delegates, spoke
of the rule of law. There also was discussion of seeking one hour of continuing legal
education credit for every bar membership that could encourage bar membership in
the ABA.

Speech Of Justice Anthony M. Kennedy

Supreme Court of the United States Associate Justice Anthony Kennedy received
the ABA Medal for 2007, the highest honor of the organization. The ABA Medal is
given only in years when the ABA Board of Governors determines that a nominee
has provided exceptional and distinguished service to the law and the legal
profession. Justice Kennedy was recognized for his outstanding contribution in
advancing the rule of law as well as federal sentencing guidelines. It is a true
inspiration to hear his acceptance speech before the House of Delegates in San
Francisco. Without notes, he extemporaneously spoke for 20 minutes about what it
means to be a lawyer and to uphold the rule of law in this country and elsewhere.

"The work of freedom has just begun,” he
said to a hushed crowd at the Moscone
Convention Center. The rule of law can be an
"instrument of opportunity” for everyone
around the world. He said that the members
of the ABA should be, not only lawyers of
America, but lawyers for America. He held
back tears in thanking his family for their
support in his work.

Speech of Justice Anthony Kennedy

To hear his entire speech, visit the ABA
website at:
http://www.abavideonews.org/index.php?id=27&type=v

Also at that website, speeches can be heard of William H. Neukom, the new
President of the ABA speaking of his World Justice Project, a multi-disciplinary and
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