The Red Watch Band Program was started by Dr. Shirley Strum Kenny, then President of Stony Brook University, in remembrance of Matthew’s death, with a two-fold mission: 1). Educating college students to know when and how to respond to victims of alcohol toxicity and equipping them with the skills to call 911 under such circumstances; 2). Cultivating a campus climate of compassion, kindness and respect – i.e., of students “watching” out for one another.  These were values our son espoused in life and it is how we would like him remembered.

We thank Judge Gary Howard, Mr. Bob Heilingoetter, Mr. Robert Clifford and Mr.Tim Tomasik, Mr.Bruce Paynter, Ms. Lara Hunter, National Coordinator for the Red Watch Band Program, and Mr. Kryzston for understanding how important the Sunshine family believes the Red Watch Band Program can be to help address the binge drinking epidemic that exists on too many college campuses. 

We trust that Mr. Kryzston views this as an opportunity to promote and enhance a program whose goal is to make high school and university campuses kinder and safer places for students.  The fact that he has already traveled to SUNY Stony Brook to receive training demonstrates his commitment to the Red Watch Band initiative.
The knowledge that his efforts will save young lives should provide Mr. Kryzston with inner peace, enabling him to get on with his life and contribute to society as a responsible and productive citizen. 

