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’s Robert Clifford has

been elected Chair 
of the Section of Liti-
gation for the Ameri-
can Bar Association.
The gavel will be
passed to him at an
ABA Annual Meeting
luncheon August 6 in
Chicago. The Section,
numbering 60,000 trial
lawyers from around
the country, is the
largest of the ABA. 
He will be on an 
all-star panel in Chica-
go, including television

news documentarian and attorney Bill Kurtis, discussing “Ethics
in the Media: Are You Crossing the Line?”

C o r n e r

Final Judgment

For more million-dollar-plus verdicts and settlements this year obtained by attorneys at Clifford Law Offices, turn to back page.

Robert Clifford and Richard Burke recently
received a $22 million settlement in the case involving the
death of two teenagers and severe permanent injuries to a
15-year-old girl when the sport utility vehicle in which they
were passengers rolled over several times on an express-
way. The settlement was reached against Ford Motor Com-
pany, a Ford dealership and a tire retailer and manufacturer.

•  T H E P R E S S R O O M •
Keith Hebeisen, partner at Clifford Law Offices, received the

prestigious Weidemann Wysocki Award from the Association of Trial
Lawyers of America. The President of the national organization 
recognized Mr. Hebeisen for his vital and unprecedented contributions
as immediate past Chair of the ATLA State Delegates as well his 
continuing efforts and commitment in promoting the organization’s
principles of achieving equity and fairness in the country’s civil justice
system in Congress and across the nation.

Clifford Law Offices welcomes a new 
partner to the fold. Robert A. Strelecky,
formerly a partner at a large Chicago firm,
joined Clifford Law Offices earlier this year.
He continues to concentrate his efforts in
medical malpractice work involving doctors,
hospitals, health maintenance organizations
and pharmaceutical companies.

Michael Krzak and John Karnezis were named among 
Chicago’s “40 Under 40 Attorneys to Watch.” The Law Bulletin 
Publishing Company recently named the city’s top 40 young lawyers
and Clifford Law Offices again is the only personal injury firm to boast
two among its ranks. We congratulate Mike and John for their hard
efforts and fine work.
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notes

To call Casey Martin’s case “a wrongheaded lawsuit” is a cheap shot at the SupremeCourt of the United States in the Tribune’s criticism of the recent ruling allowing a dis-abled golfer to ride in a cart during professional tours (“The Court’s Errant Shot,” Editorial, May 31). Martin was not looking for sympathy; he was seeking justice againstthe backdrop of the Americans With Disabilities Act.Whether one agrees with the decision or not, the Tribune forgets that the SupremeCourt is charged with interpreting laws. It is a branch of government set up by our forefathers grounded in constitutional principles.
It wasn’t so long ago on the same editorial pages of the Tribune was found praise forthis same Court, applauding its brave, precedent-setting decision that President GeorgeBush was to be the leader of this country for the next four years, despite a popular votethat favored Al Gore At that time, the Tribune stated: “The court majority took the longview: Sorry, folks, but rules really do matter. And without fair rules, this game is over.”(“Don’t Blame the Supreme Court,” Dec. 15).
The same is true in the game of golf. 
The Tribune must be reminded that it cannot be a fair-weather friend, supporting therule of law when it finds a decision it likes and then criticizing a singularly unsuited ruling.History demonstrates that certain self-correcting measures are in place in a democra-cy. In the case of the president of the United States, voters will have a chance again tovote in four years, and maybe the court’s decision will cause more to turn out at the polls. In this latest decision, the court may open doors for some while causing professionalsports to examine what is important to the competition. Over the centuries, many decisions by the highest court have affected the way we live. Forinstance, it is the Supreme Court that established a constitutional right to an abortion. It wasjudicial initiatives, not legislative or political action, that brought about school desegregation.And it was the courts who upheld suspects’ assurance of being read the Miranda rights.Although many of these decisions have aroused considerable political opposition, as mayprove to be so in the disabled golfer case, these landmark rulings have the potential to pro-duce changes in institutional as well as personal behavior. When such issues have socialconsequences, we as a nation may need this type of guidance from the judicial branch ofgovernment, whether directly or indirectly, in helping to shape our beliefs and attitudes.Critics may call it interference; some may even have harsher words like a dramaticexpansion of judicial legislating. I call it practicing traditional principles of federalism. Our nation is built upon the authority of the national government to meet basic eco-nomic, environmental, privacy and other civil rights. When some of these areas touchmoral issues, we need not recoil when the courts are asked to respond to a dilemma.The changes are specific and realistic. The court’s analysis is sophisticated and thought-ful. It is endowed with the authority to speak as a national sovereign.Admittedly, some of the justices are elevated to the nation’s highest court for politicalreasons, but that does not detract from the court’s dignity, power or symbolic value. Ifjudges are to resolve disputes, their decisions must carry binding authority. Furthermore,a body of nine justices in and of itself represents a check and balance, and as officersof the court, each and every one of them must commit themselves to the needs andobjectives of the Constitution, with all of this occurring under the greatest scrutiny.Although the stakes may be high at times and the social consequences sobering, theSupreme Court of the United States is the branch set up to make just those types of deci-sions. And we must all learn to live by them, whether we agree with them or not. And thatincludes the Tribune.

— ROBERT CLIFFORD, PARTNER, CLIFFORD LAW OFFICES

Voice of the People
Friday, June 8, 2001Living by the Decisions of the Supreme Court

Robert Clifford celebrates his 25-year anniversary as an
attorney this year. It also marked the 50-year anniversary of the
DePaul Law Review of which Mr. Clifford was Research 
and Development Editor while a law student. Mr. Clifford recent-
ly sponsored a reception for all of the editors since the inception
of the Law Review.

Robert A. Strelecky
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Recent case filings by Clifford Law Offices
¥ 15-year-old west side Chicago girl run over by a Chicago Transit Authority

bus driver who then drove away leaving her severely injured at the curb

¥ 14-year-old suburban boy drowned in unattended southern Illinois hotel pool

while on school field trip
¥ Six families suffered from contaminated well water due to improperly buried 

oil tanks at an Amoco service station nearby
¥ Four women suffering unnecessary cancer treatments including crippling

chemotherapy treatments and a hysterectomy after Abbott Laboratories 

conducted flawed diagnostic tests
¥ Eight patients of a west suburban kidney dialysis treatment center suffered

aluminum toxicity from their dialysis baths which was discovered only after a

nurse, since fired from the center, informed patients of the medical risks 

¥ 53-year-old woman dies following undetected infection from kidney 

stone operation
¥ 10-year-old  attacked by Rottweiler dog which bit off boy,s nose
¥ Navistar employee witnesses murders of several co-workers February 5 when

employee goes on shooting rampage
¥ Aluminum ladder comes in contact with low-hanging power line and 

electrocutes 41-year-old man trimming tree
¥ 3-year-old passenger suffers serious injuries when tire blows out on SUV 

and rolls over on interstate highway
¥ Construction worker falls through defective floor on the job and is paralyzed

ON THE DOCKET

Amount Date Attorney(s) Facts

$22 million May 23 Robert Clifford 15-year-old severely injured and two teenagers killed when SUV rolls over on expressway
Richard Burke

$7 million March 22 Kevin Durkin Semi-tractor trailer driver slams on brakes, jack-knifes and hits father and 2 sons in car who suffer severe injuries
$3.25 million April 20 Keith Hebeisen 55-year-old man dies when doctors fail to diagnose pulmonary embolism

Susan Capra
$1.375 million April 11 Keith Hebeisen 56-year-old man suffers from severed artery during surgery which required two further surgeries to repair, 

resulting in severe complications

Clifford Law Offices has prepared this newsletter
for its many friends, clients and colleagues world-
wide. It is  purely a public resource of general 
information. Although it is not intended to be a source of
either solicitation or legal advice, it must be regarded as
an advertising or promotional communication in the
terms of the lawyersÕ professional responsibility law.
Accordingly, it is necessary that certain information be
supplied to and noted by the reader.

This newsletter should not be considered as an offer
to represent in any legal matter, nor should it be the basis
of legal hiring decisions. Thus, the reader should not 
consider this information 
to be an invitation for an
attorney-client relationship,
should not rely on informa-
tion provided herein, and
should always seek advice
of competent counsel.

All lawsuits are differ-
ent, and Clifford Law Offices
makes no representation or
promises that it can obtain

the same results as reported in this newsletter in other
legal matters. Nothing in this newsletter constitutes a
guarantee, warranty or prediction regarding the outcome
of any future legal matter. Further, it should be noted that
even where the fee arrangements are on a contingency
basis, clients will still be responsible for payment or
reimbursement of the costs and expenses of litigation.

The owner of this newsletter is a law firm licensed
to practice only in Illinois. In preparing and dissemi-

nating this newsletter, Clifford Law Offices has
made a good faith effort to comply with all laws
and ethical rules of every state into which it may

be sent. In the event, however, that it is found not to
comply with the requirements of any state, Clifford Law
Offices disclaims any wish to represent anyone desir-
ing representation based upon viewing this newsletter
in such state.

Finally, this newsletter is disseminated to our many
friends around the world. We hope you find the information
here useful and informative. Anyone, however, who does
not wish to receive future newsletters can contact us at the

numbers or locations listed
here, and the matter will be
promptly attended to.

Very Sincerely Yours,

Thomas K. Prindable
Managing Partner
Clifford Law Offices, P.C.

120 North LaSalle Street
31st Floor
Chicago, Illinois 60602

CLIFFORD LAW OFFICES, P.C.
Telephone (312) 899-9090
Fax (312) 251-1160
Web site: www.CliffordLaw.com

ADVERTISING MATERIAL ONLY

Clifford Law Offices was invited by WFMT, 98.7 FM, to sponsor a new series
of information programs at the top of the hour on ChicagoÕs only classical
radio station. ÒClifford Law Market UpdatesÓ is heard four times daily which
provides daily stock market reports along with news headlines as a result of
the generous sponsorship of Clifford Law Offices. Robert Clifford kicked off
the event with host Carl Grapentine at the WFMT studios located at Channel
11, ChicagoÕs public television station.

Robert Clifford recently spoke at an American Bar Association meeting in
Phoenix, Arizona, where he presented a multi-media presentation on
Clarence Darrow.  Mr. Clifford also is scheduled to be part of a symposium
on ÒCivility in the Practice of LawÓ where he will share his thoughts with
a distinguished panel of judges and lawyers at Northern Illinois Universi-
tyÕs Naperville campus Aug. 1.

Clifford Law Offices has been recognized as one of the leading personal injury firms garnering multi-million dollar awards. 
Some of the verdicts and settlements attained this year include:


