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                        Four Clifford Law Offices attorneys will join the American Association for Justice’s (AAJ) Student Trial Advocacy Competition as judges in the 2024 Regional Tournament. One hundred sixty teams from law schools nationwide will compete for the Student Trial Advocacy national title in a mock trial tournament that tests their trial advocacy skills.

The competition begins with Regional Tournaments taking place virtually March 7-10. Teams selected for The National Finals will compete in person April 4-7 in Chicago. Each year the tournament depends on experienced, practicing attorneys to evaluate the trial performances and determine which teams will advance to the finals.

Advocates for furthering legal education through real-world application, Robert P. Walsh, Keith A. Hebeisen, and Joseph T. Murphy, partners at the firm, and Nicholas T. Motherway, associate, are excited to use their trial experience to support the association, its competition, and students from across the country.

Clifford Law Offices has a long-standing connection with the American Association for Justice and its mission to provide fair jury trials and justice for individuals. The firm wishes all of the 2024 competitors good luck in the tournament!

To learn more about the upcoming competition, click here.

                    

                                                        
                        Bradley M. Cosgrove and Charles R. Haskins, partners at Clifford Law Offices, obtained a $39.9 million record verdict on Thursday, Feb. 29, 2024, on behalf of a man left permanently disabled following the failure to treat his apparent symptoms that could have prevented a stroke. The verdict is a record in the state of Illinois for a stroke victim, according to the Illinois Jury Verdict Reporter.

Antonio DeAngelo of Hoffman Estates, then age 37, is permanently disabled following Advocate Physician Partners’ failure to treat DeAngelo’s abnormally high blood pressure that led to his suffering a debilitating stroke. Instead, the physician treated him with an antibiotic for flu-like symptoms in January 2015 and failed to follow up with any care despite knowing of the patient’s hypertension.

THE FAMILY AND LAWYERS SPOKE TO THE PRESS ON FRIDAY, MARCH 1, AT 2 P.M. AT 120 N. LASALLE ST., 36TH FLOOR, CHICAGO. THE PRESS CONFERENCE WAS ALSO HELD LIVE VIA ZOOM. SEE THE FOOTAGE BELOW.

“This man should be enjoying life to the fullest now. Instead, he finds himself struggling to get through every day,” Cosgrove said following the verdict. “The negligence of the medical providers here and their lack of accountability simply is uncalled for, and the jury did what was right and just. He will need a lifetime of care that his family simply cannot undertake.”


The six-man-six-woman jury deliberated four hours before Judge Preston Jones, Jr., of the Cook County Circuit Court before rendering its verdict late Thursday evening at the Daley Center. Devin J. Piper, associate at Clifford Law Offices, assisted at trial.

DeAngelo, a landscaper and landscape designer in the western suburbs, was suffering from a persistent cough when he went to a local pharmacy for care in 2015. It was there that it was discovered he had an elevated blood pressure of 132/82, and it was recommended he see a doctor to determine if he was suffering from hypertension. DeAngelo did so through his HMO plan seeing a primary care physician and complaining of trouble breathing in late January 2015. At that time, DeAngelo’s blood pressure had spiked to 190/102. The primary care physician’s diagnosis included acute bronchitis, elevated blood pressure, tachycardia, and morbid obesity. He did not treat DeAngelo’s high blood pressure or other diagnosed medical conditions.

About four weeks later, on March 11, DeAngelo’s co-workers observed him in distress and called 911. He was taken by ambulance to Loyola University Health System with blood pressure measuring 290/190, and it was discovered he suffered a hemorrhaging stroke. The jury found that the primary care physician failed to properly test or treat the patient including ordering an EKG, urinalysis, blood work, lab tests, or referring him to a cardiologist, despite his family history of hypertension.

After spending more than a year at the RIC/Shirley Ryan Ability Lab where he underwent physical, occupational, and speech therapy, DeAngelo has hemiparesis, and still is unable to walk long distances, unable to drive, dress, bathe or eat without assistance, and suffers speech issues from brain damage from the stroke. His right dominant hand is non-functioning. He is unable to work the rest of his life and requires lifetime care for what is expected to be a normal life span.

The verdict includes $20 million for disability. The couple have two children who then were aged 8 and 5.

For further information, contact Clifford Law Offices Communications Partner Pamela Sakowicz Menaker at 847-721-0909 (cell).

Case: DeAngelo v. Advocate Health Partners, d/b/a Advocate Physician Partners, No. 2020 L 2605.

Defense Counsel:

On behalf of Advocate Health Partners d/b/a Advocate Physician Partners: (Guilty)

Marni Slavick

Kipp Cornell

Cunningham, Meyer & Vedrine, P.C.

One E. Wacher Dr., Suite 2200

Chicago, IL 60601

On behalf of Advocate Health and Hospitals Corp., d/b/a Advocate Good Shepherd Hospital (found Not Guilty):

Stetson Atwood

Scott Kater

Donohue, Brown, Mathewson & Smyth, LLC

140 S. Dearborn St., Suite 800

Chicago, IL 60603

312-422-0900

Media
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                        Sarah F. King, partner at Clifford Law Offices, will address the DePaul University College of Law community as the featured alumni speaker at its Law Super Lawyers® Reception in March.

The event will honor and recognize alumni of the college who were named to the 2024 Illinois Super Lawyers lists, which King has been on for years. The reception will be held Tuesday, March 12, from 5:30-7:30 p.m. at The Gage, 24 S. Michigan Ave., Chicago.

King graduated from DePaul University College of Law summa cum laude as a member of the top 5 percent of her class and was inducted into the Order of the Coif. She was a published member of the DePaul Law Review on post-death maintenance obligations and life insurance. She has published several articles, some of which have been published in highly regarded national publications such as the  American Bar Association Litigation Journal. She was also recognized for her writing skills in law school and received the CALI Award for Excellence in Trial Advocacy II, Legal Writing III, and Commercial Paper.

King is involved in numerous bar association activities. In June 2024, she will be sworn in as President of the Women’s Bar Association of Illinois. She also serves on the Illinois Trial Lawyers Association Board of Managers where she is co-author of its Medical Malpractice Trial Notebook, used by trial lawyers throughout the state.

Since graduating from DePaul in 2011, King has received numerous awards and recognition for her tireless work ethic and pursuit of excellence as a personal injury attorney. She has been listed by Illinois Super Lawyers Rising Star from 2016-2022 and was listed by Illinois Super Lawyers in 2023 and 2024.

Attendance for the event requires registration by March 8, 2024. To register for the event, contact James Redmon at jredmon4@depaul.edu or (708) 341-8056.

                    

                                                        
                        In the medical field, errors mean the difference between life and death, ability and disability, a fixable problem, and a permanent injury. When medical providers fail to follow the standard of care and cause preventable injury or fatality, it is important to protect the rights and well-being of you and your family by holding negligent healthcare providers accountable.

Overworked nurses, unprepared surgeons, careless physicians, and short-staffed hospitals can all contribute to potential patient harm across any area of medicine. The most common medical malpractice cases Clifford Law Offices reviews are related to failure to diagnose and treat common medical conditions such as heart attack, infection and pulmonary embolism, preventable birth injury and birth trauma, surgical errors and lack of informed consent, and delayed or misdiagnosis cases.

If you suspect you or a loved one has been a victim of medical malpractice, knowing whether or not you have a case and identifying the best course of action can feel overwhelming. Taking the proper steps to prepare and protect yourself leading up to a claim can impact the overall success of your case. Continue reading to learn what steps you can take if you suspect medical malpractice.

Seek Medical Attention

If you are suffering from complications associated with suspected medical malpractice, it is imperative that you seek medical attention immediately to ensure you are not exposed to greater risk by prolonging proper medical treatment. Obtaining a second medical opinion often helps prevent further severe complications and can illuminate the cause or source of your initial injury.

Collect and Preserve Documentation

As soon as you suspect that you or a loved one may have been a victim of malpractice, request all medical records and healthcare documents from your healthcare providers. These records detail symptoms, medical history, diagnostic records, and prescribed medications, among other medical treatments. Practitioners are required to keep medical documentation which is vital in determining if you have a case and how your attorney should proceed. Remember to include a request for any imaging (X-rays, CT scans, MRIs, etc.), monitoring (EKGs, Fetal Monitor Strips), and pathology results.

In the event of a family member’s death, it is possible to request an autopsy to gain further understanding and documentation of what specific action or inaction caused death. If an autopsy was not offered by the institution where the death occurred or the medical examiner’s office, private autopsy options are available.

Research Illinois Medical Malpractice Claims

While every medical malpractice claim contains its own unique set of circumstances, understanding important aspects of the law such as the Illinois medical malpractice statute of limitations can help you ensure a viable case. Likewise, researching the results of previous cases brought against the same provider can provide you with additional perspective.

Taking time to research firms that specialize in medical malpractice is also essential to your claim. It is important to connect with a firm that has the resources and expertise to handle the most challenging cases and deliver results.

Contact An Attorney

Not every medical injury is caused by malpractice. It can be difficult to know if negligence occurred and how to prove it. An experienced medical malpractice attorney can help you understand the circumstances of your case, initiate private investigations, and determine options that are available for you to pursue.

Medical malpractice cases are notoriously complex and acting quickly to initiate a claim is key. If you believe you have been the victim of medical malpractice, do not hesitate to contact Clifford Law Offices, Chicago’s premiere medical malpractice law firm. Our attorneys have significant experience handling medical malpractice claims and have recovered hundreds of millions of dollars on behalf of injured patients.

                    

                                                        
                        ALASKA AIR FLIGHT 261

Crashed: January 31, 2000 in the Pacific Ocean

On January 31, 2000, an Alaska Airlines MD-83 aircraft in flight to San Francisco plummeted from the sky and crashed into the Pacific Ocean, killing all 88 people on board. The tragic event raised serious questions surrounding the safety of one of America’s largest airlines at the time and left devastated families wondering what went so wrong.

Most of those aboard the jet had just enjoyed several sunny days in beautiful Puerto Vallarta, Mexico. Alaska Air Flight 261 was heading to San Francisco and then continuing to Seattle. Suddenly, as it flew along the Pacific coast, the aircraft experienced problems. The pilots were unable to land and after a long struggle to gain and keep control of the aircraft, it crashed into the ocean, killing everyone aboard.

As news began filtering of a plane crash in the Pacific Ocean, families hoped against hope that their loved ones were not on the plane. As the passenger and crew lists were confirmed, families were left devastated and helpless. Seven families turned to the renowned aviation legal experts at Clifford Law Offices to help them navigate the repercussions of this catastrophic event and seek reasoning and accountability for this horrific event.

Robert A. Clifford, founder and senior partner of Clifford Law Offices, recommended the families of the crash victims file a lawsuit as soon as possible and two weeks after the crash, he did so on their behalf. Not only did filing a lawsuit send a message to all of the parties involved that the families meant business, but it also meant that they had a chance to participate in obtaining answers from the beginning. They had the right to be informed and stay informed.

Directly following the crash, the National Transportation Safety Board (NTSB) deployed teams of investigators to examine the crash to determine its cause. NTSB investigators boarded Coast Guard ships, Navy vessels, and private boats that combed for debris in a four-mile-wide search for clues and remains.

Meanwhile, Clifford Law Offices hired aviation experts to look into the design of the aircraft, examine previous problems with that particular model, and identify the various parts that could have been defective. The plane was an MD-83 aircraft built in 1992, and manufactured by McDonnell Douglas, which later became a part of Boeing. The Clifford Law Offices aviation team took more than 100 depositions from engineers and designers from McDonnell Douglas and Boeing to help understand the details that led to the loss of so many lives.

After three years of questioning and investigation by the firm, it was determined that the plane’s horizontal stabilizer had jammed, causing the plane to go into an uncontrollable dive. Mounted on the tail of the plane, the stabilizer controls the pitch of the nose and keeps it from heading downward. A jackscrew, relatively small compared to the size of this large aircraft, had caused an enormous and avoidable loss of life. The aircraft had clearance to make an emergency landing in Los Angeles, but it did not do so. Flight 261 plunged 20,000 feet into the Pacific Ocean about 20 miles north of Los Angeles International Airport near Point Mugu.

The thorough work of the Clifford Law Offices aviation team, and depositions of Alaska Airlines employees, Boeing employees, and various experts, led by firm partner Kevin P. Durkin, resulted in Boeing stipulating a liability judgment against the aviation manufacturer.

Ultimately, the firm recovered $40 million in a settlement on behalf of the seven families who lost loved ones aboard Alaska Airlines Flight 261 and provided some answers as to what caused this aviation disaster to occur, and who was ultimately responsible.

                    

                                                        
                        Fourteen Clifford Law Offices attorneys have been named to the “2024 Lawdragon 500 Leading Plaintiff Consumer Lawyers” list.

Since 2007, Lawdragon has carefully selected attorneys for their annual top plaintiffs lawyers list to identify the most renowned in the country. The Lawdragon 500 selection process involves independent research and peer assessments to determine which lawyers and law practices make the most significant impact for their clients. While a favorable result in every case is not possible, Lawdragon considers how lawyers handle cases and go above and beyond to help their clients receive the justice that they deserve.

Congratulations to the Clifford Law Offices attorneys selected to the 2024 Lawdragon 500 Leading Plaintiff Consumer Lawyers list:

Robert A. Clifford

Richard F. Burke, Jr.

Susan A. Capra

Bradley M. Cosgrove

Kevin P. Durkin

Keith A. Hebeisen

Sarah F. King

Yvette C. Loizon

Shannon M. McNulty

Joseph T. Murphy

James C. Pullos

Kristofer S. Riddle

Hon. Henry R. Simmons (Ret.)

Robert P. Walsh

Congratulations again to our Chicago plaintiffs lawyers and to all attorneys who have been selected to the 2024 Lawdragon500 List!

                    

                                                        
                        Clifford Law Offices is a Gold Sponsor of Southern Methodist University’s 58th Annual Air Law Symposium. The in-person event will be held at the Omni Las Colinas in Irving, Texas, March 20-22, 2024.

As a global leader in aviation law, Clifford Law Offices believes participating in an educational and collaborative forum to understand the challenges and developments within air law is a benefit for lawyers everywhere.

The SMU Air Law Symposium is the world’s oldest and largest annual aviation law symposium. Recently, numerous events have changed the aviation landscape and are sure to add to the discussion, debate, and education at the Symposium. More than 500 aviation lawyers and industry representatives attend the annual event.

The symposium offers continuing nationally recognized speakers, education credit, superb networking opportunities, and the exploration of a wide variety of aviation law topics, including “Recent Developments in Aviation Law,” “Helping to Resolve Decades of Uncertainty in the District Courts,” and “ETHICS: Case Settled: Now What? Ethics, Minors, and Other Concerns.”

For more information or to register for the symposium, click here.

                    

                                                        
                        The National Hellenic Museum’s popular Trial series returns with

The Trial of Pericles

Wednesday, April 17, 2024, at 7 p.m. at the Harris Theater

Nationally renowned attorneys take on an ancient Greek case regarding

Pericles, the great hero of Athenian democracy

Sarah F. King, partner at Clifford Law Offices, conducts a direct examination of Socrates during The Hellenic Museum’s 2023 Trial of Socrates. She led the defense team to a successful verdict.


The National Hellenic Museum (NHM) presents the next installation of its popular Trial series—which demonstrates the enduring relevance of ancient disputes and supports the mission of the museum—with The Trial of Pericles on Wednesday, April 17, 2024, at 7 p.m. at the Harris Theater (205 E. Randolph Street, Chicago). At this dynamic live event, nationally renowned attorneys will argue a case regarding Pericles, the great hero of Athenian democracy, before a panel of celebrated judges. Audience members will cast their votes to decide the final verdict: hero or tyrant? For more information, visit here.

The Trial of Pericles is nearly 2,500 years in the making. In 451 B.C.E., Pericles changed the Athenian Constitution to restrict citizenship to those born to two Athenian parents. He said this action was necessary to protect Athens from foreign influence, while many others saw this as unjust because citizens lost their civil liberties, including the right to vote. Some speculated Pericles would have faced trial for his actions had he survived the Great Plague of Athens. Now, the National Hellenic Museum brings together top litigators to argue the case and determine whether Athens’ revered statesman truly attacked democracy.

An outstanding legal team will present the cases for and against Pericles during the April 17 event: Katerina Alexopoulos (U.S. Department of Homeland Security), Patrick M. Collins (King & Spalding LLP), Tinos Diamantatos (Morgan, Lewis & Bockius LLP), Sarah F. King (Clifford Law Offices PC), James C. Pullos (Clifford Law Offices PC) and Patrick A. Salvi II (Salvi, Schostok & Pritchard PC). Participating judges will be announced in the coming weeks. The Trial of Pericles event co-chairs are NHM Trustees Konstantinos Armiros, counsel at Saul Ewing LLP, and Judge Anna Demacopoulos(Ret.).

Tickets for the National Hellenic Museum’s The Trial of Pericles on Wednesday, April 17 at 7 p.m. at the Harris Theater (205 E. Randolph Street, Chicago) are now on sale for $100, with student tickets available for $50 with proof of ID. Attorneys who attend this event will qualify for 1.5 hours of continuing legal education (CLE). For more information and to purchase tickets, visit the museum’s website or call 312-655-1234.

“We are proud to present the ninth installment of our popular NHM Trial Series. Utilizing some of today’s premier legal minds in a contemporary courtroom setting, The Trial of Pericles will continue our exploration of how the ancient Greeks grappled with timeless controversies that continue to shape modern society,” says NHM Trustee Konstantinos Armiros, counsel at Saul Ewing LLP. “This is a rare opportunity for people to see some of the best attorneys in the nation argue a historic case with unscripted, authentic drama and legal acumen.”

“NHM’s Trial of Pericles provides an opportunity for audience members to decide the verdict of an imagined ancient Greek trial,” adds NHM Trustee and Judge Anna Demacopoulos (Ret.). “They will have front-row seats marveling at some of the most talented trial lawyers in the country, and hear the wisdom of distinguished members of the judiciary, as the evidence unfolds on stage to determine whether Pericles was a hero or tyrant. This thought-provoking event explores ancient topics that are still relevant today: the struggles of political leaders, the fragility of citizenry, and how a thriving democracy must balance both.”

The dynamic NHM Trial Series highlights the enduring relevance and value of Greek thought and history and supports the mission of the National Hellenic Museum. It has grown both in reputation and following since its inception in 2013. In 2016, NHM’s The Trial of Antigone was broadcast on WTTW TV (PBS Chicago), and in May 2017 it was nominated for a Midwest regional Emmy. Subsequent NHM Trial Series events have also aired on public television and received regional Emmy nominations. Since 2017, the annual event has been qualified by the Illinois Attorney Registration & Disciplinary Commission (IARDC) for continuing legal education (CLE) credit. Attorneys attending the event can register for CLE credit on-site.

About the National Hellenic Museum

The National Hellenic Museum (NHM) has a mission to share Greek history, art, culture, and the Greek American story. NHM preserves the Hellenic legacy and makes this rich heritage relevant today through its extensive collection of more than 10,000 physical artifacts, hundreds of oral histories, exhibitions, educational programs, and special events. Originally founded in 1983 and located in Chicago’s historic Greektown neighborhood since 2011, the museum provides lifelong learning for the community and sparks inquiry and discussion about the broader issues in our lives and society. Regular museum hours are Thursday through Sunday from 10 a.m.-4 p.m. Learn more at nationalhellenicmuseum.org.

                    

                                                        
                        Erin Clifford, J.D., M.A., partner at Clifford Law Offices and Certified Holistic Health Coach, will present at the Chicago Bar Association’s annual Women’s History Month Summit on Thursday, March 7, 2024.

The summit, titled Secrets to Self-Advocacy: Negotiating Compensation and Prioritizing Balance to Achieve Career Success, will address how women lawyers can advocate for themselves as they negotiate compensation and set boundaries to prioritize well-being. Attendees will benefit from networking opportunities, wellness activities, and interactive sessions constructed of substantive programming on pay equity, transparency, and compensation, as well as gender-specific attrition and well-being trends.

Erin will present at 10:45 a.m. on Attrition and Well-being Trends for Women Lawyers, and at 11:15 a.m. on Strategies for Prioritizing Balance and Well-being in Your Legal Career.

As a Corporate Wellness Consultant and Coach with a background in law, Erin is uniquely positioned to provide expert health and wellness support to lawyers. She is passionate about empowering professionals how to develop healthy lifestyles to gain a more fulfilling, productive, and happier existence, both professionally and personally. Erin coaches her clients to address all the factors in their daily lives, including physical activity, stress management, mindfulness, nutrition, sleep, relationships, and careers.

Erin Clifford holds a Master’s degree in Clinical Mental Health Counseling from Northwestern and is a National Certified Counselor. She is working on her first wellness book this year.

To learn more about the upcoming summit or to register, click here.

                    

                        
    123…196Next
        
                    
                    
                
    Search
    
        
        
    

    Search

            

                Practice Areas
	Aviation Accidents
	Aviation Accidents
	Aviation Accident Information
	Commercial Airline Disasters
	Small Plane Crashes
	Helicopter Crashes
	Aviation Resources
	Aviation Case Studies



	Personal Injury
	Injury Overview
	Bicycle Crashes
	Brain Injuries
	Boat Accidents
	Burn Injuries
	Explosions & Fire Injuries
	Fractures
	Gas Explosions
	Grain Bin Explosions
	Mesothelioma
	Pedestrian Accidents
	Spinal Cord Injuries
	Workplace Discrimination
	Wrongful Death



	Consumer Litigation & Class Actions
	Juul
	Class Actions
	Advocate Medical
	Pella Windows
	Unfair or Unexplained Denial of Claims
	Whistleblowers
	Talc & Talc Powder



	Dangerous Property & Products
	Dangerous Property & Products Overview
	Product Liability
	Amusement Park Accidents
	Automobile Defects
	Bridge Collapses
	Child Day Care Injuries
	Dangerous Toys & Playpens
	Elevator Accidents
	Negligent Security
	Premises Liability
	Slip-and-Fall Injuries
	Sports & Recreation
	Stairwell/Stairway/Uneven Steps Falls
	Stryker Hip Implants
	Drowning Accidents
	Unsafe Household Products



	Medical Malpractice
	Medical Malpractice
	Anesthesia Errors
	Birth Injuries
	Brachial Plexus Injury
	Cancer Misdiagnosis
	Cerebral Palsy
	Defective Medical Devices
	Erb’s Palsy
	Eye Injuries
	HAI Infections
	Misdiagnosis
	Medication Errors
	Surgical Errors



	Motor Vehicle Accidents
	Autonomous Vehicle Accidents
	Bus Accidents
	Car Accidents
	Distracted Driving Accidents
	Drunk Driving/Dram Shop
	Motorcycle Accidents
	Negligent Truck Maintenance
	Rideshare Accidents
	Rollover Accidents
	School Bus Accidents
	Train Accidents
	Transportation Accidents
	Truck Accidents
	Underride Accidents



	Construction Accidents
	Construction Accidents
	Crane Accidents
	Scaffolding Accidents






    


    



    
        
                            Get Your Free, Confidential Case Consultation Today!
                                        Find out if you have case
                        
                

                        
							

                        

                        First Name* 

Last Name* 

Phone Number*

Email*
                            
                        

Address 

City* 

State*Select State
Alabama
Alaska
Arizona
Arkansas
California
Colorado
Connecticut
Delaware
District of Columbia
Florida
Georgia
Hawaii
Idaho
Illinois
Indiana
Iowa
Kansas
Kentucky
Louisiana
Maine
Maryland
Massachusetts
Michigan
Minnesota
Mississippi
Missouri
Montana
Nebraska
Nevada
New Hampshire
New Jersey
New Mexico
New York
North Carolina
North Dakota
Ohio
Oklahoma
Oregon
Pennsylvania
Rhode Island
South Carolina
South Dakota
Tennessee
Texas
Utah
Vermont
Virginia
Washington
West Virginia
Wisconsin
Wyoming
Armed Forces Americas
Armed Forces Europe
Armed Forces Pacific



Birthdate 

Date of Incident* 

Brief description of your legal issue*

*Required Fields
















Email
This field is for validation purposes and should be left unchanged.







Phone
This field is for validation purposes and should be left unchanged.




         Submit 
            
            
            
            
            
            
            
            
            
        

                        Δ


                        

		                
		                
        

        
    
        
            
    
                
    
        
    

    
                    Office Location
                            120 North LaSalle Street
 36th Floor
 Chicago, IL 60602

                    
        Get Directions    
    

    
                    Free Consultation
                Toll Free (800) 899-0410
        Phone (312) 899-9090
    

    
            
                    
                                
                    
                                 
                    
                                
                    
                                      
                    
                                
            

        
                
        Leave a Review    
                
        Newsletter Signup    
        

    


    

    
        
            	© 2024 Clifford Law Offices PC.
	Newsletter Signup
	Disclaimer
	Email Login


            
                
            
        

    



    
        




    








































 