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STATEMENT OF GABRIELA HERMOSILLO ON BEHALF OF THE FAMILY OF 
TRINADETTE CHAVEZ  

Before I talk about my sister and get very emotional, there’s something 
important for me to acknowledge.  

On behalf of my entire family, I would like to extend our heartfelt gratitude to our 
loved ones - especially my siblings - our friends, and every person who has 
shown up for us during this incredibly difficult time. Your support has meant 
more than we can ever express. 

As a dispatcher for the Louisville Regional Airport’s Department of Public 
Safety, I would also like to personally thank the first responders who answered 
the call during the tragic crash involving UPS Flight 2976. There are so many of 
you whose efforts made a difference, far too many to name, but I want to 
acknowledge just a few:  

the Kentucky Air National Guard Fire Department, Okolona Fire and EMS, the 
Louisville Fire Department, the Louisville Emergency Management Agency, the 
NTSB, the Jefferson County Coroner’s Office, the Jefferson and Bullitt County 
Fire Departments and of course the Louisville Regional Airports department of 
public safety. I would also like to thank LMPD’s Victim Services Unit for their 
compassion and professionalism. 

A very special thanks goes to Joanie Sanders—my family and I absolutely adore 
you. 

To all of you, please know that your hard work, dedication, and unwavering 
commitment have not gone unnoticed. We are deeply grateful. 

Now, about my sister, Trinadette Chavez. The heart and soul of this family. As 
most of you know from what has already been reported and published in her 
obituary, Trina was a sister, mother, and friend to everyone. But she was also so 
much more than that. Nena really was the heartbeat of this family. We’re a big 
family. Nine siblings. And Nena was the oldest.  Our childhood wasn’t easy, but 
we made it. And this is primarily because Nena sacrificed everything for us 



when we were growing up. While others her age were living their childhoods, 
Nena, who was a child herself, was feeding us, changing our diapers, teaching 
us, protecting us, and showering us with love.  

We all have our Trina stories that are unique, personal, and meaningful. There 
are too many to count, and it’s not my place to share the individual memories 
of her held by my brothers and sisters.  

Now I want you to know why it’s so important for me to be here, standing up for 
Nena and what happened to her. You see, that’s what she always did. Stood up 
for us. Protected us. Looked out for us. I am where I am today because of 
Trinadette Chavez. Everyone in my family knew that I wanted to break the mold, 
graduate high school, live the college experience, make my family proud by 
being the first to get a degree, and see and experience some of the amazing 
things the world has to offer. But this wasn’t possible. Nena and I had brothers 
and sisters who were counting on us to help raise them. I needed to stay and 
help her with that. But Nena would not let me stay. No matter what I said, she 
didn’t want to hear it. I was going away to college if she had to tie me up, drive 
me there, and drop me off at the dorm. Like she’d done for me her whole life, 
she sacrificed everything again. And because of her, I did go to college, 
graduate, see the world, and get jobs I love. This is who Nena was.  

Today, we’re blessed still to have daily reminders of her through her beautiful 
son and daughter. They’re minors, and we appreciate your understanding and 
your respect for our requests that they not be contacted during these times. But 
know they are amazing, and we cherish every minute with them. We want to 
make Nena proud and do for her children what Nena always did for us: care for 
them and protect them. That’s why we’re prepared to do what’s necessary, with 
the support of our attorneys, to make sure that there is accountability and that 
Nena’s children are taken care of. So while we’re focused on these children and 
helping them through these challenges, we’re trusting our lawyers to do what it 
takes to get answers and secure the futures of Nena’s babies. And we intend to 
stand up for Nena and fight for her for however long it takes, just like Nena 
always did for us. 


