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FILED
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF COOK COUNTY, ILLINOIS {yors ore - Spyropoulos

COUNTY DEPARTMENT, LAW DIVISION CIRCUIT CLERK
COOK COUNTY, IL
JOHN DOE, Individually, and as Parent and ) %0?45?079238
. . alendar,
Next Friend of JAMES DOE, a Minor, ; 38457130
Plaintiff, )
)
V. ) Case No. 2024 L 7938
)
FIRST ASCENT LLC d/b/a FIRST ASCENT ) Plaintiff Demands Trial By Jury.
CLIMBING & FITNESS, )
)
)
Defendant. )

FIRST AMENDED COMPLAINT AT LAW

NOW COMES Plaintiff, JOHN DOE, Individually and as Parent and Next Friend of
JAMES DOE, a minor, through his attorneys, CLIEFORD LAW OFFICES, P.C., complaining of
Defendant, FIRST ASCENT LLC d/b/a FIRST ASCENT CLIMBING & FITNESS (hereinafter
“FIRST ASCENT”), and states as follows:

FICTITIOUS NAME

1. On July 18, 2024, the Circuit Court of Cook County granted Plaintiff’s Petition to

Proceed Under A Fictitious Name. A copy of said Order is attached hereto as Exhibit A.
COUNT I - NEGLIENCE - FIRST ASCENT

1. On and before July 18, 2022, and at all times relevant hereto, Defendant, FIRST

ASCENT is and was an Illinois Limited Liability Corporation providing community day camp

services to children, with a principal address located at 3516 N. Spaulding, Chicago, Count of

Cook, State of Illinois.
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2. On and before July 18, 2022, Defendant, FIRST ASCENT, owned, operated,
managed, maintained and controlled various facilities within Cook County (including its principal

place of business), and did substantial business in Cook County, including the following locations:

3516 N. Spaulding Ave., Chicago, Illinois 60618;

108 N. State St. (Block 37), 4" Floor, Chicago, Illinois 60602;
2950 W. Grand Ave., Chicago, Illinois 60622;

4718 N. Broadway, Chicago, Illinois 60640;

701 Rohlwing Road, Arlington Heights, Illinois 60005.

3. On and before July 18, 2022, Defendant, FIRST ASCENT, owned, operated,

managed, maintained and controlled a facility located at 927 SW Washington St., Peoria, Illinois
61602.

4, At all relevant times hereto, Plaintiff, JOHN DOE, is the parent and next friend of
JAMES DOE, a minor.

5. At all relevant times hereto, including present, JAMES DOE is and was a minor.

JAMES DOE will continue to be a minor for greater than the next five years.

6. On and before July 18, 2022, Defendant, FIRST ASCENT, employed various
personnel, including managers and employees, to run a day camp for children which FIRST
ASCENT advertised to the public so as to solicit parents to sign their children up for said day
camp.

7. On and before July 18, 2022, Defendant, FIRST ASCENT’s employees were in a

position of authority and supervision over the children attending day camp, including Plaintiff’s

child, JAMES DOE.
8. Pleading in the alternative, on and before July 18, 2022, Defendant, FIRST

ASCENT, failed to implement a child protection policy to protect children from harm, including

sexually explicit harm.
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9, On and before July 18,2022, and at all relevant times hereto, Plaintiff, JOHN DOE,
relied on the representations of Defendant, FIRST ASCENT, regarding its Kids Climbing Camp,
including those representations that Plaintiff’s Minor, and other children in the camp, would be
supervised by adults to protect them from harm, including sexually explicit harm.

10. Based on the representations stated in Paragraph 9, Plaintiff, JOHN DOE, entrusted
his child to participate in said Kids Climbing Camp.

11. On and before July 18, 2022, Defendant, FIRST ASCENT, did not train its
employees regarding the supervision of children and allowing them to be alone unsupervised.

12. On and before July 18, 2022, Defendant FIRST ASCENT, voluntarily undertook
custody of children, including Plaintiff’s child, JAMES DOE, where it provided summer camp
services as well as supervision without parent’s present.

13. On and before July 18, 2022, Plaintiff’s child JAMES DOE attended this Kids

Climbing Camp program and was under the exclusive care, custody, and control of Defendant,

FIRST ASCENT.
14.  On and before July 18, 2022, Plaintiff, JOHN DOE and Plaintiff’s child, JAMES

DOE, relied upon and expected that Defendant, FIRST ASCENT would supervise, adhere, and
enforce its child protection policy to ensure the safety and well-being of the children attending this
Kids Climbing Camp. |

15. Before July 18,2022, Defendant, FIRST ASCENT, was told by D.G.’s mother that
D.G. was a very energetic, impulsive boy who required a lot of supervision and firm limits.

16.  Before July 18, 2022, Defendant, FIRST ASCENT, by and through its

agents/employees, was told by D.G.’s mother that D.G. should not go into the bathroom with

anyone else because there had been an incident.
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17. On and before July 18, 2022, Defendant, FIRST ASCENT, by and through its
agents/employees, did not take reasonable steps to ascertain meaning of the aforementioned

“incident” of which D.G.’s mother had advised.

18. On July 18, 2022, and at all times mentioned here, Defendant, FIRST ASCENT, by

and through its agents/employees, allowed D.G. into the bathroom with other children on multiple

occasions and without supervision.

19.  OnJuly 18,2022, before the sexual assault of Plaintiff’s minor, JAMES DOE, D.G.

had sexually assaulted another minor, C.H..

20. On or around July 18, 2022, Defendant, FIRST ASCENT, failed to supervise D.G.,
allowing him to lure Plaintiff’s minor, JAMES DOE, then 8 years old, into the bathroom
unaccompanied and unsupervised.

21.  OnJuly 18, 2022, D.G. sexually assaulted JAMES DOE in the men’s bathroom at

FIRST ASCENT.
22. On or around July 18, 2022, Defendant, FIRST ASCENT, through its conduct,

allowed D.G. to sexually assault Plaintiff’s Minor, JAMES DOE, in the shower of the bathroom

at FIRST ASCENT.
23.  OnJuly 18, 2022, two family members of JAMES DOE (father and minor brother)

entered the bathroom, found JAMES DOE and D.G. in the shower area in the bathroom, and

intervened.

24.  Onluly 18,2022, and thereafter, D.G. admitted to inappropriately touching JAMES

DOE to the police.
25. On July 18, 2022, at the time of the sexual assault of JAMES DOE, Defendant,

FIRST ASCENT, by and through its agents/femployees, did not know where JAMES DOE or D.G.
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were located, and it was another minor camper who told J OHN DOE that JAMES DOE was in the

bathroom.

26. On and before July 18, 2022, Defendant, FIRST ASCENT, had the duty to exercise

ordinary care in ensuring the care and safety of Plaintiff’s Minor child, JAMES DOE, which it

voluntarily undertook for profit.

27. On or about July 18, 2022, and at all times mentioned herein, Defendant, FIRST
ASCENT, was negligent in one or more of the following respects:

a) Did not train its employees on supervision;
b) Did not monitor or supervise children;
¢) Allowed D.G. to be alone and unsupervised with other minor’s, including JAMES DOE,

when they were explicitly told not to;

d) Did not implement policies and procedures to protect the safety and well being of children
attending summer camp, including Plaintiff’s Minor, JAMES DOE;

¢) Did not implement any rules or procedures to keep D.G. out of the bathroom with other

children;
f) Did not have a male camp counselor who could ever have accompanied D.G. to the

bathroom;
g) Did not take any steps to determine whether D.G. should have been in its camp;

h) Did not communicate between camp employees and management;
i) Was otherwise careless and negligent.

28. Following July 18, 2022, DNA testing performed by medical personnel via “rape
kit” testing confirmed the presence of D.G.’s DNA on Plaintiff’s Minor, JAMES DOE.

29, On July 27, 2022, D.G. was charged with Criminal Sexual Assault of JAMES DOE.

30.  On July 27, 2022, D.G. was charged with Attempted Criminal Sexual Assault of
C.H..

31.  On August 18, 2022, D.G. plead guilty Criminal Sexual Assault of JAMES DOE
and admitted the allegations, including, but not limited to knowingly committing an act of sexual

penetration with JAMES DOE.
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32.  On August 18, 2022, D.G. plead guilty to Attempted Criminal Sexual Assault of
C.H. and admitted the allegations that he with the intent to commit a act of sexual penetration with
D.D. by the use of force or threat of the use of force, did an act, being pulling C.H.’s pants and
underwear down and trying to roll him over on the ground in order to penetrate his butt.

33.  Asa direct and proximate result of the aforesaid negligent acts and/or omissions by
Defendant, FIRST ASCENT, Plaintiff’s Minor, JAMES DOE, sustained and will continue to
sustain injuries of a personal and pecuniary nature.

WHEREFORE, Plaintiff, JOHN DOE, as father and Next Friend of JAMES DOE,
demands judgment against Defendant, FIRST ASCENT LLC d/b/a FIRST ASCENT CLIMBING
& FITNESS, ip an amount in excess of FIFTY THOUSAND DOLLARS (8$50,000.00).

COUNT II - WILLFUL AND WANTON — FIRST ASCENT

1. On and before July 18, 2022, and at all times relevant hereto, Defendant, FIRST
ASCENT is and was an Illinois Limited Liability Corporation providing community day camp
services to children, with a principal address located at 3516 N. Spaulding, Chicago, Count of
Cook, State of Illinois.

2. On and before July 18, 2022, Defendant, FIRST ASCENT, owned, operated,
managed, maintained and controlled various facilities within Cook County (including its principal

place of business), and did substantial business in Cook County, including the following locations:

3516 N. Spaulding Ave., Chicago, Illinois 60618;

108 N. State St. (Block 37), 4t Floor, Chicago, [llinois 60602;
2950 W. Grand Ave., Chicago, Illinois 60622;

4718 N. Broadway, Chicago, Illinois 60640;

701 Rohlwing Road, Arlington Heights, Illinois 60005.

3. On and before July 18, 2022, Defendant, FIRST ASCENT, owned, operated,

managed, maintained and controlled a facility located at 927 SW Washington St., Peoria, Illinois

61602.
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4, At all relevant times hereto, Plaintiff, JOHN DOE, is the parent and next friend of
JAMES DOE, a minor.

5. At all relevant times hereto, including present, JAMES DOE is and was a minor.
JAMES DOE will continue to be a minor for greater than the next five years.

6. On and before July 18, 2022, Defendant, FIRST ASCENT, employed various
personnel, including managers and employees, to run a day camp for children which FIRST
ASCENT advertised to the public so as to solicit parents to sign their children up for said day
camp.

7. On and before July 18, 2022, Defendant, FIRST ASCENT’s employees were in a
position of authority and supervision over the children attending day camp, including Plaintiff’s
child, JAMES DOE.

8. Pleading in the alternative, on and before July 18, 2022, Defendant, FIRST

ASCENT, failed to implement a child protection policy to protect children from harm, including

sexually explicit harm.

9. On and before July 18,2022, and at all relevant times hereto, Plaintiff, JOHN DOE,
relied on the representations of Defendant, FIRST ASCENT, regarding its Kids Climbing Camp,
including those representations that Plaintiff’s Minor, and other children in the camp, would be
supervised by adults to protect them from harm, including sexually explicit harm.

10.  Based on the representations stated in Paragraph 9, Plaintiff, JOHN DOE, entrusted
his child to participate in said Kids Climbing Camp.

11. On and before July 18, 2022, Defendant, FIRST ASCENT, did not train its

employees regarding the supervision of children and allowing them to be alone unsupervised.
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12. On and before July 18, 2022, Defendant FIRST ASCENT, voluntarily undertook
custody of children, including Plaintiff’s child, JAMES DOE, where it provided summer camp
services as well as supervision without parent’s present.

13. On and before July 18, 2022, Plaintiff’s child JAMES DOE attended this Kids

Climbing Camp program and was under the exclusive care, custody, and control of Defendant,

FIRST ASCENT.
14.  On and before July 18, 2022, Plaintiff, JOHN DOE and Plaintiff’s child, JAMES

DOE, relied upon and expected that Defendant, FIRST ASCENT would supervise, adhere, and
enforce its child protection policy to ensure the safety and well-being of the children attending this
Kids Climbing Camp.

15. Before July 18, 2022, Defendant, FIRST ASCENT, was told by D.G.’s mother that
D.G. was a very energetic, impulsive boy who required a lot of supervision and firm limits.

16. Before July 18, 2022, Defendant, FIRST ASCENT, by and through its
agents/employees, was told by D.G.’s mother that D.G. should not go into the bathroom with
anyone else because there had been an incident.

17.  On and before July 18, 2022, Defendant, FIRST ASCENT, by and through its
agents/employees, did not take reasonable steps to ascertain meaning of the aforementioned

“incident” of which D.G.’s mother had advised.

18. On July 18,2022, and at all times mentioned here, Defendant, FIRST ASCENT, by
and through its agents/employees, allowed D.G. into the bathroom with other children on multiple

occasions and without supervision.

19.  OnJuly 18,2022, before the sexual assault of Plaintiff’s minor, JAMES DOE, D.G.

had sexually assaulted another minor, C.H..
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20. On or around July 18, 2022, Defendant, FIRST ASCENT, failed to supervise D.G.,
allowing him to lure Plaintiff’s minor, JAMES DOE, then 8 years old, into the bathroom
unaccompanied and unsupervised.

21.  OnJuly 18,2022, D.G. sexually assaulted JAMES DOE in the men’s bathroom at
FIRST ASCENT.

22. On or around July 18, 2022, Defendant, FIRST ASCENT, through its conduct,

allowed D.G. to sexually assault Plaintiff’s Minor, JAMES DOE, in the shower of the bathroom

at FIRST ASCENT.

23.  OnJuly 18, 2022, two family members of JAMES DOE (father and minor brother)

entered the bathroom, found JAMES DOE and D.G. in the shower area in the bathroom, and

intervened.

24.  OnJuly 18,2022, and thereafter, D.G. admitted to inappropriately touching JAMES

DOE to the police.
25.  On July 18, 2022, at the time of the sexual assault of JAMES DOE, Defendant,

FIRST ASCENT, by and through its agents/employees, did not know where JAMES DOE or D.G.

were located, and it was another minor camper who told JOHN DOE that JAMES DOE was in the

bathroom.
26.  On and before July 18,2022, Defendant, FIRST ASCENT, had the duty to exercise

ordinary care in ensuring the care and safety of Plaintiff’s Minor child, JAMES DOE, which it

voluntarily undertook for profit.

27.  On or about July 18, 2022, and at all times mentioned herein, Defendant, FIRST
ASCENT, engaged in conduct which constituted an utter indifference to or a conscious disregard

for the safety of children, in one or more of the following respects:
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j) With utter indifference or conscious disregard, did not train its employees on supervision;

k) With utter indifference or conscious disregard, did not monitor or supervise children;

1) With utter indifference or conscious disregard, allowed D.G. to be alone and unsupervised
with other minor’s, including JAMES DOE, when they were explicitly told not to;

m) With utter indifference or conscious disregard, did not implement policies and procedures
to protect the safety and well being of children attending summer camp, including

Plaintiff’s Minor, JAMES DOE;
n) With utter indifference or conscious disregard, did not implement any rules or procedures

to keep D.G. out of the bathroom with other children;
0) With utter indifference or conscious disregard, did not have a male camp counselor who

could ever have accompanied D.G. to the bathroom;
p) With utter indifference or conscious disregard, did not take any steps to determine whether

D.G. should have been in its camp;
q) Was otherwise utterly indifferent or displayed a conscious disregard for the safety of

children.
28. Following July 18, 2022, DNA testing performed by medical personnel via “rape

kit” testing confirmed the presence of D.G.’s DNA on Plaintiff’s Minor, JAMES DOE.

29.  OnlJuly 27,2022, D.G. was charged with Criminal Sexual Assault of JAMES DOE.

30.  On July 27, 2022, D.G. was charged with Attempted Criminal Sexual Assault of
C.H..

31.  On August 18, 2022, D.G. plead guilty Criminal Sexual Assault of JAMES DOE
and admitted the allegations, including, but not limited to knowingly committing an act of sexual
penetration with JAMES DOE.

32.  On August 18, 2022, D.G. plead guilty to Attempted Criminal Sexual Assault of
C.H. and admitted the allegations that he with the intent to commit a act of sexual penetration with
D.D. by the use of force or threat of the use of force, did an act, being pulling C.H.’s pants and
underwear down and trying to roll him over on the ground in order to penetrate his butt.

33.  As a direct and proximate result of the aforesaid willful and wanton acts and/or
omissions by Defendant, FIRST ASCENT, Plaintiff’s Minor, JAMES DOE, sustained and will

continue to sustain injuries of a personal and pecuniary nature.
10
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34,  That as a proximate result of Defendant, FIRST ASCENT’s willful and wanton
misconduct, justice and the public good require punitive/exemplary damages. Plaintiff was granted
leave to file this Amended Complaint seeking punitive/exemplary damages after hearing with Hon.

Stephanie Saltouros.
WHEREFORE, Plaintiff, JOHN DOE, as father and Next Friend of JAMES DOE,
demands exemplary/punitive damages against Defendant, FIRST ASCENT LLC d/b/a FIRST

ASCENT CLIMBING & FITNESS, in an amount in excess of FIFTY THOUSAND DOLLARS

($50,000.00).

Respectfully Submitted,

/s/ Bradley M. Cosgrove
Attorney for Plaintiff

CLIFFORD LAW OFFICES, P.C.

Bradley M. Cosgrove (BMCcli ffordlaw.com)
Charles R. Haskins (CRH@cliffordlaw.com)
120 N. LaSalle St., Suite 3600

Chicago, Illinois 60602

P : 312/899-9090

Firm I.D. : 32640
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