




EXHIBIT 1 
 

2. CLAIMANT 
 
This is a claim arising out of a bystander being struck by gunfire.  
 
8. BASIS OF CLAIM 
 

On May 23, 2026, Benjamin Del Real, Jr. was on leave from the United States Army and 
walking eastbound on Pennsylvania Avenue near 17th Street, N.W., in Washington, D.C., with his 
father and sister. At that time, Nasire Best produced a handgun and began firing at a United States 
Secret Service security post located between the Eisenhower Executive Office Building and the 
Renwick Gallery. Best was approximately 25 yards ahead of Mr. Del Real and was facing away 
from Mr. Del Real and his family. 

In response, United States Secret Service agents discharged their firearms while Mr. Del 
Real and other civilians remained within the area of engagement. As Mr. Del Real attempted to 
seek cover, he was struck by a bullet in the abdomen. 

The United States Secret Service, through its agents and employees acting within the scope 
of their employment, negligently failed to exercise reasonable care in responding to the incident. 
Specifically, the Secret Service negligently failed to recognize and account for the presence of Mr. 
Del Real and other innocent civilians within the area of engagement; negligently failed to identify, 
assess, and consider the backdrop before discharging their firearms and the foreseeable risk that 
rounds could strike innocent bystanders and negligently discharged firearms in a manner that 
unreasonably endangered Mr. Del Real and other members of the public. 

As a direct and proximate result of these negligent acts and omissions, Mr. Del Real 
sustained severe and permanent bodily injuries, incurred substantial medical expenses, 
experienced pain and suffering, loss of a normal life, emotional distress, and has sustained, and 
will continue to sustain, damages of a personal, permanent, and pecuniary nature. At all relevant 
times, Mr. Del Real was on authorized leave from the United States Army and was present in 
Washington, D.C., solely as a private citizen touring the city with his family. He was not 
performing military duties, acting under military orders, or engaged in any activity incident to his 
military service. This claim arises solely from the alleged negligence of United States Secret 
Service personnel toward a civilian bystander and does not implicate military decision-making, 
command relationships, or military discipline.  
 

 
 

 




